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Abstract
OBJECTIVE:
In a community-based sample of children with attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) (n = 179) and nonADHD controls (n = 212), this longitudinal study explored changes in parenting style over time; and whether
parenting style prospectively predicts child functional outcomes.
METHODS:
Attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder diagnosis was assessed using the Conners ADHD index and Diagnostic
Interview Schedule for Children IV. Children (70.3% boys) were assessed at baseline (mean age: 7.3 yr) and after 18
months (mean age: 8.9 yr) using a range of parent- and teacher-reported measures of child socioemotional and
academic functioning. Parenting style was assessed through parent-reported measures of warmth, consistency, and
anger.
RESULTS:
At 18-month follow-up, there was a small significant decline in parenting warmth and parenting anger, and an
increase in parenting consistency across groups. In the ADHD group, parenting warmth at baseline was positively
related to 18-month prosocial behavior and responsibility by parent report, whereas parenting consistency predicted
these child outcomes by teacher report. Parenting anger was positively associated with peer problems and negatively
associated with prosocial behavior, self-control, and responsibility by parent report. Associations were similar for
non-ADHD controls and all associations held after adjusting for a range of family, child, and parent factors. After
additional adjustment of baseline levels of child functioning, parenting warmth and consistency continued to be
associated with 18-month child outcomes. Parenting style was unrelated to emotional problems and academic
competence over time.
CONCLUSION:
Parenting style is independently related to aspects of future social outcomes of children with ADHD. Results hold
implications for parenting interventions aimed at managing ADHD-related social impairments over time.

